�       Carlisle Canoe Club


             December 2000


Carlisle Canoe Club Goes Bowling (again)


An enjoyable early evening was had by all; there seems to be two families with some “misspent youth” running down the generations…


There was some weird bowling during the games, mainly by Lucy’s boyfriend Stu who has never played before (so he says).  There was a comment at the end of play that it did not seem long enough for a night out.  Do we need to up it to three games and start earlier or finish later? – Comments!


Ray Petrie


�
Club Programme – Winter 2000/2001


�
�December


Fri 15	Xmas bash at Laser Quest,7-9pm – Martin


Sun 17	Esk trip - Steve


Sun 24	River trip (Greta?) – Jane


Wed 27	Xmas trip on Esk – Mark


January 2001


Sat 6	Club Session (10-12) – Jane


Tue 9	Polo Sessions at St Aidans Pool, 8-9pm


Thu 11	Pool Sessions (rolling) restart at St


	  Aidans Pool, 7-8pm, cost £2, 


	  Everyone  welcome.  Committee 


	  meeting 8.15 at Stoneyholme


Sat 13	Club Session – Martin


Sun 14	Eden Open Day - Jim


Sat 20	Polo tournament


Sun 21	River trip, suitable for


	  novices – Jane


Sat 27	Club Session – Mark


February


Sat 3	Polo tournament


Sat 10	Club Session – Jane


Sat 24	Club Session – Martin


March


Sat 3	Polo tournament


Sat 10	Club Session – Jane


Sat 24	Club Session – Martin


�
Paddling around the Farne islands





�
On the 23rd September, seven mariners, some ancient (i.e.  Jim) and some young, turned up on what seemed to be a changeable weather forecast.  The mariners were, Jim, Mike, Dave B., Bob, Tom, Dorine, and the amateur of this sea-faring trip, - Me.  


We stopped at Seahouses, for a cuppa and bacon butty (condemned man's breakfast), before we finally got on the sea.


I must admit, I was rather apprehensive when I first got on the water, as the sea was a bit rougher than I expected.  I now know why (many moons ago) I joined the RAF and not the Navy.  Going up and down crests and troughs on the waves in what looked like a yellow banana, just didn't seem quite right.


�Sometimes, when I was in a trough, it felt as though I was the only one on the sea as no-one was in sight, then Bob's voice came over the air, and I knew I wasn't alone.  At least I knew where someone was.  We paddled for what seemed like hours (and it was) keeping away from the islands as the sea was crashing against the rocks.  Skirting round the islands we headed for Longstone island, which is the farther-most island in the group.  On approaching Longstone we got our first sight of the seals, which inhabit the islands.  They quite happily popped up, and swam near our band of paddlers.  Thankfully, not too close.


We stopped on Longstone for our sarnies, luckily the bull seals were quite happy to vacate the island for us.  If they had wanted to sit tight, I wouldn't have argued with them, as they were about three times the size of me.  After bait we set off back towards Bamburgh, this time going through the islands.  The sea was a lot calmer on the way back, even so, it took about 1½ hours to get back to our starting point.  On nearing the shore, I thought one of the seals had followed us inshore, but a closer look revealed that it was Jim taking photos of Tom playing in the surf.  There were a few of the lesser experienced sea paddlers taking a swim in the surf.  Bob, Doreen [following your example], and some say Myself all swam, but what I was really doing was getting out of my boat to kiss solid ground!! In fact, I enjoyed it so much I got back into the boat, paddled back through the surf and came in and kissed land once again.  I think I need a bit practise in the surf.


Jim (a great source of information) said the easiest way to roll in the surf is to shove yourself off the bottom with your paddle.  All I achieved, by doing this, was to have my paddle stick in the sand and my head rattling against the ground.


The trip was estimated at a distance of 14 miles, it seemed longer, especially the next day when the aches and pains started.  


Still, I enjoyed it and look forward to the next sea trip.


Ray.�
�
“Esk or not the Esk?” that is the question!


8-10-2000


�Why do we always do the Nith or the Irthing ? Why can't we do the Esk? So we did, and it was lovely.  Dave, Jane, Tom and Paul arrived at Langholm to find the Tinnion family in hot pursuit.  Mike and son David joined the team.  Six minds with but a single thought.


This was to become a memorable day; Paul went for a swim!  The day was crisp and sunny and the water was cold and fast but not too big.  While the lads and the dads played in the holes, Jane eddy hopped down the rapids in her open boat with grace and style.  Dave and Jane after a while waiting at the bottom of Fishers decided to move on down slowly, this could have been a mistake.  The event of the day took place: with grace and style Paul swam!


Paul, while executing a pop-out, popped out of his boat.  This was witnessed by the rest of the group, who gracefully returned him into his boat while laughing so much they nearly fell in themselves!


A good time was had by all down the whole river, as the play places were in good form.


Thanks to Mike for the lift back to Langholm!


Jane Stedman


Chairman’s Report


Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year to everyone.  Well we've had the best water for years over the last three months with all the rivers from easy to hard, and a lot of Club Members taking advantage of it.  Rivers including Eden, Petteril, Caldew, lrthing, Allen, Gelt, Eamont, Sprint, Rawthey, Leven, Greta, Lowther, Esk, Nith, Roy, Findhorn, Leny, Allen (both!), North Tyne and Langdale Beck just to name a few!  Saturday morning Club sessions have been well attended, and although we have not had the swimming pool so far this winter, rolling and polo will restart in January.  Don't forget the Christmas bash on December l5th Laser Quest and a couple of drinks afterwards - see you there.  Bye for now.


Jim Wilson


�
The Esk! ~ 19th November


We set off from Carlisle just after half past nine, heading for Langholm.  The weather on the way was rainy but when we got on the river the sun was shining.  I was really excited as it was my first river trip.  Also paddling were Dave and Jane, Ray and Rose, Martin, Mandy, Tom, Pete, Kenny, Graeme and my dad.  We got on the river at twenty to eleven, dad stayed with me, as I was really nervous because it was quite fast moving water! We paddled for ten minutes or so until the Canadians went further ahead.  In the Canadians were Tom, Mandy, Ray and Rose they went up ahead to find a place for lunch as it was twenty to twelve now and we were getting a bit peckish.  As we caught up with the two Canadians we saw that they had found a perfect place to stop.  Dad hadn’t made any lunch so we had a King sized Mars Bar instead.  After the lunch break we came across the hardest part of the river so far, a large set of rapids with a bridge stanchion in the middle.  I nearly hit the stanchion, I thought I was going to capsize but I was alright, I missed it, just (phew).


The whole river trip was about four miles and towards the end I was starting to get cold, the flask of hot chocolate at Langholm car park was much appreciated.  On the way home we stopped at Dave and Jane’s for tea and biscuits (Give her a slap, Mandy ate loads)


By Alexandra Fleming 





Thanks for all your articles this month, I even got the chairman’s report on time!!  Send any articles, photos, jokes, cartoons, comments, letters or anything else to CCC-at-CoolFreeSoftware.com.  


Tom Botterill
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Your Committee – 2000/01�
Contact numbers for trips


Dave Biggs and


	Jane Stedman	01228 818876


Tom and Dorine


	Botterill	01228 561928


Steve Fleming	01228 549862


Rob Hitch	01228 533343


Walter McPhee	016977 51530


Martin Middleton	01228 535212


Mark Nixon	01228 513066


Ray Petrie	016974 73181


Mark Thomlinson	01228 536536


Mike Tinnion	01228 528455


Jim Wilson	


Everyone is welcome on the club sessions and at the pool and polo sessions; for river trips phone the person listed.
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